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Parade the Circle Workshops Begin April 27 

CLEVELAND — Public workshops to prepare for Parade the Circle Celebration (June 9, 2001), recipient 
of this year's Governor's Award for arts outreach, will begin at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) 
April 27, 2001, and continue right up to Parade Day. The daylong community arts event features a 
parade, family activities by more than 30 University Circle organizations, food, and performing artists. 
Presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University Circle Incorporated (UCI), this free 
event attracts more than 35,000 spectators and over 1,700 participants. Workshops will focus on mask 
masking, batik, stiltdancing, and the making of costumes and giant puppets. Participants can create 
their own ensembles using papier mach6, cloth, and recycled materials. 

Artists from Greater Cleveland, Puerto Rico, Trinidad, Mexico, and Canada will guide 
participants in making Parade entries inspired by this year's Parade theme: Fancy Nonsense. 
RobinVanLear, artistic director of the Parade and CMA's coordinator of community arts, was inspired 
by painter Pablo Picasso's Rose Period works (from 1905) and his depictions of the mysterious and 
elusive world of gypsies, harlequins, and acrobats. "Those glimpses of wonder that occur on the 
periphery of our vision, or that come to us in dreams, often tarnish if we try to see or understand them 
too clearly," she says. "Proof that the truest magic Is born within ourselves, a product of our own 
imagination. What better than 'Fancy Nonsense' to symbolize the magic of dreams?" 

Workshops are open to all ages (children under 15 must register and attend with someone 
older). A workshop pass — individuals $22 or families $60 — entitles participants to attend all Basic 
Workshops, in which participants can make masks, costumes, and giant puppets. These will be held on 
Fridays, April 27 through June 8, 6 to 9 p.m.; Saturdays, April 28 through June 2, 1 :30 to 4:30 p.m.; and 
Sundays, April 29 through June 3, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Group rates and scholarship assistance are available: 
interested representatives should call CMA's community arts office at (216) 707-2483 for more 
information. 

The museum will also offer Special Workshops for batik, stiltwalking, and stiltdancing, An 
introductory stiltwalking weekend workshop will be offered for free, stiltdancing and batik workshops 
require registration and fees. 
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• in the Batik Workshop, Paraders can learn to create their own colorful costumes or banners through 
the color-dyeing technique of batik. Workshops will be conducted on Saturdays, May 5 through 
June 2, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The fee is $20 with workshop pass; fabric is available at cost. 

• Try walking on stilts during a weekend of /reedrop-in sessions with Canadian Parade artists Brad 
Harley, Ezra Houser, and Rick Simon. Priority is given to pass holders; children must be at least 10 
years old. Anyone may attend or watch, Saturday, May 12, and Sunday, May 13, from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Parade workshop passholders may order stilts o/7/y during this weekend. Stilts cost $30; they 
are yours to keep after safety training. 

• For those who wish to stiltdance in the Parade, Stiltdancing workshops will be conducted by Ezra 
Houser. He will teach stilt safety, tying, and the art of dancing on stilts on Saturdays, May 19 
through June 2, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (novice) and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. (advanced). Free with workshop 
pass. 

To register for the Parade or the workshops, stop by CMA during any workshop. Parade-only 
registration is $3 per person. Register by Sunday, May 20, for listing in the Parade day program. For 
more information, call (216) 707-2483. All workshop fees cover the Parade entry fee and bottled water 
for the Parade. 

No written words, logos, motorized vehicles, or live animals (except wheelchairs and assist 
dogs) are allowed In the Parade. 

• « * 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is 
produced by the CMA and the Circle Village is coordinated by UCI. 

Parade the Circle Celebration is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support 
from The George Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council, Cleveland 
City Council member Craig E. Willis, and the Cleveland Coca-Cola Bottling Company. Promotional 
support is provided by The Plain Dealer, 89.7 WKSU, and Mix 106.5. 
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